
 
For Immediate Release:  

 
Fear No Music  

Presents Two Concerts 
Honoring Migration 

 
 
August 29, 2018; Portland, OR: To kick off its 2018-19 season “Worldwide Welcome,” a 
celebration of diversity and inclusivity through music, Fear No Music presents two concerts 
honoring migration, specifically timed to coincide with the Vaux’s Swifts’ presence in Portland. 
These events are presented in partnership with the Audubon Society of Portland.  
 
In these special events, guest pianist (and Portland native) Kathleen Supové guides the 
audience on a musical exploration of natural phenomenon centered around the yearly Vaux’s 
Swift Migration. Touching on themes of immigration and open borders, these performances 
serve to remind us of the close, harmonic company we keep with other species.  
 
Sunday, September 23, 4pm at the Steel Door Gallery: “Song of the Swifts” 
 
This mini pop-up concert takes place just a few blocks from the Chapman School. Visual artist 
Kris Jones' beautiful rusted steel artwork depicting the swifts around the Chapman School 
chimney (see below) will be on display.  
 
This performance includes three WORLD PREMIERES, newly composed for the occasion: 

● Jay Derderian: The People They Think We Are (for piano, fixed media, and video) 
● Randall Woolf: A Face In The Crowd (for piano) 
● Paula Matthusen: ...by the inexplicabilities we call coincidence (for piano with high- and 

low-tech sounds) 
 
Jay Derderian’s work is fueled by the harrowing migrations of his immediate ancestors, the 
Armenian people; US government practices regarding the separation of family members today 
trigger the pain associated with the multi-year forced estrangement of generations past. Epic, 
angry, bleak, yet hopeful, Derderian utilizes field recordings and video imagery of the swifts 
flying into the Chapman chimney. Brooklyn-based composer Randall Woolf offers a romantic 
song about one bird, with abrupt intrusions swooping and rushing. With special attention to the 
visual notation of the piece, the look of the pages "sounds" like the music with gestures 
suggesting the patterns of the birds as they fly into their lodging for the night. Paula Matthusen 
is a low- and high-tech wizard, and is fascinated by things that happen in specific places. Her 
piece is about the repurposing of spaces---a chimney becomes a temporary home, the inside of 
a piano becomes a welcoming cave.  
 
All ticket holders to this concert receive 10% off Steel Door Gallery artwork purchased that 
evening and a percentage of proceeds benefit Fear No Music.  

https://www.steeldoorgallery.com/
https://www.steeldoorgallery.com/
http://www.kjpdx.com/
http://www.kjpdx.com/


 
Monday, September 24, 7:30pm at The Old Church: “Shared Paths: The Music of 
Migration” 
 
This thoughtful program embraces the context of bird migration to showcase humanity’s own 
experience with migration as an instinct for self-preservation. Guest pianist Kathleen Supové 
offers the official premiere of the newly commissioned pieces mentioned above in addition to 
Fear No Music musicians and guest clarinetist James Shields performing: 
 

● Michi Wiancko: Lullaby for the Transient for string quartet and clarinet  
● Kaija Saariaho: Laconisme de L’aile (The Essence of the Wing) for flute & electronics 
● Katie Palka: Stolen Flight for string quartet  
● Takashi Yoshimatsu: Fuzzy Bird Sonata for clarinet and piano 

 
Purchase season or individual concert tickets and learn more about Fear No Music’s 
“Worldwide Welcome” at fearnomusic.org. Check the website throughout the season for 
information about additional regional performances.  
 
FNM’s next concert: December 10th - “All of The Future: In Celebration of Children"  
This program highlights the heavy emotions associated with issues such as gun violence, 
homophobia, migration, suicide and grief.  
 
 
About Kathleen Supové : “What Ms. Supové is really exploding is the piano recital as we have 
known it, a mission more radical and arguably more needed.” (The New York Times) A recipient 
of the John Cage Award from ASCAP for “the artistry and passion with which she performs, 
commissions, records, and champions the music of our time,” Kathleen Supové is a Yamaha 
Artist and one of America’s most acclaimed and versatile contemporary music pianists. For 
more info, visit www.supove.com. 
 
About Fear No Music: Fear No Music promotes music education through the high quality public 
performance of modern and contemporary classical music, and by offering groundbreaking 
youth mentorship in composition.  We promote living composers and expose audiences to 
contemporary classical music being made both locally and globally through a uniquely relevant 
annual concert series.  We educate and train the next generation of young composers in our 
community by way of the Young Composers Project. Fear No Music  is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization. Learn more at fearnomusic.org. 
 

The Audubon Society of Portland promotes the understanding, enjoyment, and protection of 
native birds, other wildlife and their habitats. The Audubon Society of Portland believes that 
inspiring all people to love and protect nature is best achieved when we embrace diversity as a 
value and practice. Find out more at audubonportland.org. 
 
Contact: 
Amelia Lukas, press representative 
Phone: 415-516-4851 
Email: fearnomusic.pr@gmail.com 

http://www.fearnomusic.org/
http://www.supove.com/
http://www.supove.com/
http://www.fearnomusic.org/
http://www.fearnomusic.org/
http://audubonportland.org/


 

Pianist Kathleen Supové 
Kris Jones’ RECESS (38” x 36”) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Still images from Jay Derderian’s new work for piano, 
fixed media, and video, The People They Think We Are 
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