
 

For Immediate Release:  
ORA features Award-Winning  
and Celebrated Local Artists  

in Annual Exhibition and Sale 
 

September 16, 2019 (Portland, OR): This November 2nd and 3rd, the ORA artist collective will light up 
the Hillsdale neighborhood with its annual Celebration of Art event, offering art on display and for sale 
from award-winning and celebrated local artists. This excellent show provides Portlanders in the 
Hillsdale, Multnomah and Garden Home communities unparalleled opportunity to experience and 
purchase fine art in their own neighborhood. 
 
With over 25 local artists, chosen through competitive jury selection, displaying work in a range of 
media including paint, silk, ceramics, fused glass, fiber, wood, and precious metals, this show is 
especially impressive in its depth, variety and quality. Although these artists connect through their 
Jewish values and background, the art created is not faith-specific but rather universal in nature.  
 
ORA: Celebration of Art 
WHEN: Saturday, November 2, 2019 | 7pm - 9 pm  
and Sunday, November 3, 2019 | 10am - 4pm 
WHERE: Mittleman Jewish Community Center  
6651 SW Capitol Highway, Portland, OR 97219 
COST:  FREE 
LEARN MORE: northwestjewishartists.org 
 
This free event, which is open to all, includes 
complimentary beer, wine and light snacks on Saturday 
(on Sunday the cafe will be open for purchases), and 
free parking. Celebration of Art provides a relaxed, 
inviting and celebratory atmosphere within which to 
explore and enjoy the art, perfectly anticipating the 
holiday gift giving season.  It also offers a fantastic 
opportunity for local residents to explore the Mittleman 
Jewish Community Center’s top-notch facilities at the 
Schnitzer Family Campus, a vital part of the greater 
Portland community for over 100 years. The MJCC 
warmly embraces people of all faiths within their 
membership program and offers a wide variety of 
recreational programming, wonderful fitness facilities, 
as well as flexible event spaces. 

Above: Portrait of Esperanza Spalding by ORA artist Diane Russell.  
Winner of the People’s Choice Award, Oregon Society of Artists Fall Show, 2019. 
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https://www.oregonjcc.org/
https://northwestjewishartists.org/


 

 
Featured artists in ORA’s 2019 Celebration of Art include: 
 
Victoria A. Epstein, precious metal jeweler 
 
Frequently featured in galleries in Portland 
and on the Oregon coast, Victoria Epstein is 
a member of Rain Spark Gallery in Lake 
Oswego. She studied metals at the 92nd 
Street Y in New York City, at Penland School 
of Crafts in North Carolina, and The 
Mendocino Arts Center in California. In 
addition to being a jewelry artist, Victoria is a 
professional stage manager for dance, 
theater and special events, whose accolades 
include stage management for The Lion King 
on Broadway for 8 years. She has worked 
and traveled the world with numerous dance 
companies, and is now in her 7th year as 
Production Stage Manager for Oregon Ballet 
Theatre. 
 
Artist statement: 
“When I was a young girl I loved all kinds of 
jewelry. As I grew up, a child of the 80’s, I wore 
crazy Madonna type earrings (the bigger the better) and gummy bracelets & big brass bangles all up my arms… 
My jewelry reflects my personal and individual approach to style. I get inspiration from my urban surroundings. I 
see beauty in places where most would not. I look at everyday objects like street grates, elevators or railings and I 
see jewelry.” 

 
Diane Russell, painter 
 
Multiple award-winning portrait artist 
Diane Russell was born and raised in 
Portland, Oregon. She studied illustration 
at Parsons School of Design in New York 
and began her professional career as a 
fashion illustrator, during which time her 
art evolved towards portraiture. Many of 
her paintings and drawings reflect her 
passion for music and dance, as well as 
people from all walks of life. Her portraits 
capture more than a likeness, they bring 
to light the inner soul. She works from her 
own photographs, capturing the moment 

first with the camera, then later on canvas or paper. Diane’s portraits can be found in homes and 
businesses, on posters and CD covers, and her art has raised thousands of dollars for local causes. 
Clients include the Legendary Rhythm & Blues Cruise, the Blues Foundation, Pendleton Woolen Mills, 
and Palmer/Pletsch Publications. Her work appears on the 2005 W.C. Handy Blues Awards poster, CD 
and book covers, and in private and corporate collections across the country. Diane is a member of 
the Portrait Society of America, the Oregon Society of Artists, the Blues Foundation, the Cascade 
Blues Association, and the Jazz Society of Oregon. 
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http://www.rainsparkgallery.com/project/victoria-epstein/
http://www.dianerussell.net/


 

 
Boris Uan-Zo-li, painter 
 
Born in Moscow in the 1930’s, Jewish-Russian-Chinese artist Boris 
Uan-Zo-li now lives in Beaverton. His bold and colorful paintings 
capture a unique style that translates well in America. With an early 
career in electronics engineering, Boris authored 165 patents. He 
later studied at the Department of Book Illustrations in the Moscow 
Polygraphic Institute and began painting using his original style, later 
referred by his friends as “Uan-Zo-lism.” During the Soviet times, 
Boris participated in four exhibitions. During one of the exhibitions in 
the USSR his paintings were withdrawn from the gallery by the Soviet 
bureaucrat because they did not fit the communist vision. After the 
fall of communism, many institutions showcased his work, including 
the Central House of the Artists, one of the most prestigious Russian 
exhibitions. 
 

 
Diane Fredgant, silk artist  
& Morris Jackson, sculptor 
 
ORA artists Diane Fredgant and Morris Jackson just 
completed a newly commissioned Chuppah for 
Congregation Beth Israel. This stunning and 
intricately crafted canopy, beneath which Jewish 
marriage ceremonies will be performed, will be on 
display at Celebration of Art in between the two 
artists’ booths. (photos left: Fredgant with Congregation 
Beth Israel Chuppah) 
 
Diane Fredgant spent ten years 
scuplting stone, hardwoods and 
clay before discovering her 
passion for silks. More than 20 
years of experience have 
contributed to her reputation as 
one of Portland’s premier silk 
artists. (photo right: silk by 
Fredgant) 
 
Wood sculptor Morris Jackson 
creates stunning pieces that 
beg to be touched. Overarching 
poetic movement combines 
with sound structure creating 
deeply resonant and original 
work. (photo right: sculpture by 
Jackson) 
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http://uanzoli.com/index.html
https://www.silksbydiane.net/


 

The full list of artists selected for ORA’s 2019 Celebration of Art: 
 

● Linda Bourne, potter  
● Glenn Decherd, ceramicist (photo right) 
● Martha Decherd, weaver  
● Deborah Eisenbach-Budner, jeweler 
● Victoria Epstein, precious metal jeweler 
● Diane Fredgant, silk painter and sculptor 
● Tom Gainer, glass artist  
● Ellen Green, painter and monotypist  
● Judith Hankin, maker of paper cuts and sand-blasted glass  
● Arlene Hirsch, watercolor painter  
● Morris Jackson, wood sculptor 
● David Kolasky, glass-maker and ceramicist  
● Esther Liberman, bead jeweler  
● Jack Liskear, wood artist  
● Stuart Luxenberg, metal artist  
● Jane Means, painter  
● Andrea Meyer, jeweler 
● Diane Russell, oil/acrylic painter 
● Wendy Russell, painter and silk artist (photo right)  
● Joyce Shields, painter 
● Eddy Shuldman, glass artist  
● Sara Simon-Behrens, painter 
● Annelie Thurin, paper and beadwork artist  
● Boris Uan-Zo-Li, painter 
● Julia Waco, painter            Examples of all artists’ work are available  
● Diane Zidell, watercolor painter       at northwestjewishartists.org/artists/ 

 
ORA is a group of artists in the Greater Portland area who come together to support, share, inspire, 
enjoy and showcase art. ORA means “light” in Hebrew: luminosity, warmth, perspective, liveliness, 
brightness. Through this collective, ORA members create exhibition opportunities and support one 
another’s artistic development. ORA welcomes people of all faiths to experience a wide variety of art 
forms within the context of the Jewish experience. Learn more at northwestjewishartists.org. 
 
Celebration of Art is presented in partnership with 

 
Also upcoming is ORA’s Holiday Art Sale 

At Mittleman Jewish Community Center 
December 1 - 6 

FREE ADMISSION 
 

For additional information, media materials and interview inquiries, please contact: 
Amelia Lukas, Aligned Artistry; 415-516-4851; amelia@alignedartistry.com; alignedartistry.com 
 
### 
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